
........ I HARLEY-DAVIDSON SERVICE BULLETIN 
No. M-747 SAFETY DEFECT CODE 039 May 1, 1979 

FRONT BRAKE MASTER CYLINDER/1979 1200, 1340, AND 1000 CC MODELS 

A quantity of 370 motorcycles with model 
designations FLH-1200, FLH-80, FXE-
1200, FXEF-1200, FXEF-80, FXS-1200, 
FXS-80 and XLH-1000 were produced and 
shipped from 3/22/79 to 3/30/79 with a 
possible defect in the front brake 
master cylinder. 

Mailgram ML-116 was sent to all dealers' 
of record on April 20, 1979 advising of 
the problem and stated that the affected 
motorcycles shipped to their dealership 
should not be operated or sold until 
corrected. 

Individual motorcycles involved are 
identified by VIN's shown on the list in 
this bulletin. 

Some of the listed motorcycles may have 
brake fluid leakage through a tear or 
crack in the metal between the master 
cylinder outlet and the fluid reservoir. 
This internal leakage could prevent 
adequate buildup of hydraulic pressure 
to the front brake caliper when the 
handlever is operated. 

Depending upon the amount of fluid 
transfer through the damaged section, 
such leakage may affect normal braking 
pressure in the front brake hydraulic 
system and cause the loss of an effec
tive front brake. This fault would 
exist and be noticeable in the motor
cycle as delivered and would not come on 
gradually. 

Although the motorcycle operator would 
still have the use of the rear brake, 
the loss of the front brake could, under 
certain conditions, result in loss of 
vehicle control and a possible accident. 

In compliance with the National Motor 
Vehicle Safety Act, this has been 
declared a safety defect by Harley
Davidson Motor Co., Inc., and the 
affected motorcycles must be corrected 

before sale or use by installing the 
correct front brake master cylinder 
assembly. We are sending the required 
quantity of correct front brake master 
cylinders for installing in the affected 
motorcycles shipped to your dealer
ship -- no charge, transportation 
prepaid. Instructions for installing 
these parts and a complete list of 
affected vehicles are included at the 
end of this bulletin. These motorcycles 
must not be sold or operated unless 
corrected. 

All registered owners of record are 
being notified of this safety defect and 
are being instructed to bring their 
motorcycles to their dealer for service. 
A copy of the owner letter is enclosed 
for your information. Each letter to 
the registered owner will include Dealer 
Service Card 039 which must be 
completed, dated and signed by both the 
customer and the dealer, to verify that 
service has been satisfactorily com
pleted. 

A list of registered owners and a list 
of unregistered vehicles involved in 
this campaign, which have been delivered 
to your dealership, , are included with 
this bulletin. It is your responsi
bility to perform the required service 
on all affected vehicles, including 
those which may not show on the lists. 
We are enclosing sufficient blank Dealer 
Service Cards for those vehicles. 

IMPORTANT 

Because only registered owners, as shown 
on the enclosed list, will receive 
notification from us, we request that 
you contact any owners of vehicles 
listed as unregistered and arran.ge to 
have them come in for service. 
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No. M-747 

The parts that are removed from cor
rected motorcycles must be returned to 
Harley-Davidson Motor Co. with properly 
completed Dealer Service Card. When 
serv1c1ng a motorcycle, make sure to 
fill out the Dealer Service Card com
pletely, including code 039, vehicle 
identification number (VIN), your 
dealer account number, and mark "Re
place" box only for each motorcycle 
serviced. Upon receipt of properly 
completed Dealer Service Card, with 
removed parts, your account will be 
credited . 6 hours for each motorcycle 
serviced to cover your costs for labor, 
brake fluid and processing. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR REPLACING PARTS 

Disconnect battery. 

Clean master cylinder brake hose con
nection to prevent dirt from entering 
brake system. Loosen, but do not remove 
the front brake hose fitting at master 
cylinder. 

Remove the four screws securing master 
cylinder to handlebar assembly. Sepa
rate switch assembly from the master 
cylinder and disconnect brake switch 
wires. While holding master cylinder 
away from motorcycle disconnect brake 
hose from master cylinder fitting and 
remove fitting. 

Before mounting new master cylinder on 
motorcycle, check to see that relief 
port in bottom of reservoir is uncovered 

ROtrriNG SERVICE SALES PARTS CHIEF 
MANAGER MANAGER MANAGER MECHANIC 

INITIAL 
HERE-

2 

Front Brake Master Cylinder 

when the brake lever is released. 
Connect brake light switch wires to 
switch terminals in new master cylinder 
housing. 

Reusing four screws, mount master 
cylinder and handlebar switch assembly 
on handlebar in desired position. Wipe 
threads of brake hose fitting clean and 
apply a light coating of Harley-Davidson 
Pipe Sealant with Teflon. Reinstall 
fitting and assemble brake hose to new 
master cylinder. Reconnect battery. 

Turn handlebar so that top of master 
cylinder is nearly level and fill master 
cylinder to slightly below gasket 
surface with D.O.T. 5 type hydraulic 
brake fluid. Replace cover and gasket 
with flat side of gasket down. 

CAUTION: During filling operation keep 
brake fluid away from stop
light switch. Any spillage 
should be cleaned off switch 
using Harley-Davidson Safety 
Solvent, Part No. 99631-77. 

Bleed system carefully to purge all air 
according to service manual procedure. 

Test ride motorcycle. If brake feels 
spongy, repeat bleeding procedure. On 
models equipped with dual front disc 
brakes, bleed both calipers. 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTOR CO., INC. 
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No. M-747 Front Brake Master Cylinder 

VEHICLES WITHIN THE 039 SAFETY DEFECT CAMPAIGN RANGE 

2 A56366 H<; 3A56798 H9 1G56854 H9 7G56423HS 7G5687-1-HS 
2A56447HS 3A56800H9 3G5o 863 H <; 7G5c424 H<; 7G56876H9 
2A5c935HS 3A56e02H9. lG 5t t!64H <; 7G56425HS 7G56879 H9 
2A56936HCi 3A56803 H9 3G5t.ti65H9 7G56426HS 7G56880HS 
2 A5c940 HS 3 A56806 H9 3G56866HS 7G5c427H c; 7G56883HS 
2F56435HS 3A56811H<i 3G56!::l68HS 7G5c430H9 7G568d5H<; 
3A56358H9 3A56812H9 3G56870HS 7G56489 HS 7G56837 H9 
3A56368H9 3A56813H9 3G56Y45 H9 7G564'HHS 7G56889H<; 
3 A563 69 H9 3 A56819 H9 3G56<;5QH<; 7G56498H c; 7G56b94H<i 
3A56370H9 3A56820H<; 3G56951 H9 7G5t502 H<; 7G56897 H9 
3A5c37lHS 3A56821H<; 3G56956 H9 7G565J3 HS 7G56SQ2 H9 
3A56372H9 3A56823H9 3G56S61H<; 7G56505H<; 7G56903H<i 
3A563 73 HS 3A5682 8 H9 3G57087HS 7G 5£:5 06 H <; 7G5o904HS 
3A56374HS 3A56992H<; 3G57088H9 7G56508 H9 7G56905 H9 
3A56377HS 3A56998H<; 3G57092 H9 7G56~09H9 7G56912 H9 
3A56378H9 3 A57166 H9 3G57099H<; 7G56510HS 7G56913H<; 
::JA563 79 H9 3G56349 H9 3G57100H<; -IG565l1HS 7G569l5 H<; 
3A56528HS 3G56350H<; 3G57139 H9 1 G56512 H9 7G56916H<; 
3A5t530H<; 3G56352HCJ 3G57141 HS 7G56514H<J 7G56920HS 
3A56531H9 3G56353 H9 3G57146H<; 7G56517H<; 7G569ZLH<; 
3A56532 H9 3G56355H<; 3G57149rlS 7G56518HS 7G56928HS 
3A56533HS ~G56357H<; 3G57l53H9 7G565l9H9 7G56933HS 
3A56534H9 3G56431HS 5 E56964 HS 7G5b520HS 1G57C08HS 
3A56535h9 3G56432H9 5ES6965H<; 7G56522 H <; 7G570LOH9 
3A56536H<; 3G5 6433 HS 5E 5t966 H <; 7G56523HS 7G570ll H9 
3A56537HS 3G56434H«:i 5f::56967H<i 7G56524H9 7G570l4HS 
3A56538H<; 3G56436HS 5 E56968 H9 7G5t-~25H<J 7G57016H<; 
3A5l:539H9 3G56437H9 5E56971 H<; 7G56526H<; 7G57013H9 
3A56~4QH9 3G56439 He; 5E56974H<; 7G5t527rl<; 7G5 7()21 H9 
-:tA56541HS 3G56441H«i 5 E56975 H9 7G56S75H<i 7G57022HS 
3A56542HS 3G56442 HS 5E56977 H9 7 G5c5 79 HS 1G57025HS 
3A56543H9 3G56443HS ':) E 56 97 8 H <; 7G56581HS 7G57028 H9 
3AS6544 H9 3G56449HS 5E5c980HS 7G56582HS 7G57J29HS 
3A56545HS 3G56450 H9 5E5691:ilH9 7G~6583H'1 7G57032HS 
3A 5c 546H S 3G56451 HS 5 E5o982 HCJ 7 G5658-i- H9 7G57033HS 
3A5f547H9 3G56457H<i 5E56983H9 7G56585HS 7G57059 H9 
3A56548H9 3G56458H <; 5E57108HS 7G5t:586H<; 7G5 706 0 H9 
3A56549HS 3G5646l H9 5E57109H9 7G56589 H9 7G57062H<; 
3A56550HS 3G56552 H9 ~::57ll4H9 7G56590H9 7G57068HS 
3A56551H9 3G56553H<; 5E57132H<; 7G56592H9 7G572()1H<:l 
3 A566l 7 H9 3G56555HS '5E5751-1-HS 7G56596 H9 7G572 14 H9 
3A566l8HS 3 G5655 8 H9 6t56465HS 7G56598H9 7G57529HS 
3A5c619HS 3G56559HCJ 6E56467H<; 1G56600H9 905l::380HS 
3A5662QHq 3G56561HS 6E56469H~ 7G5660 l H9 <:i0563dlH<j 
3A56621HS 3G 56566 H <; 6E56472H<; lG56603 H9 CjQ56382 HS 
3A56622HS 3G56568 H9 6E56474 H9 1G56605HS 9056383HS 
3A5c624HS 3G56569 H9 6E56477H<; 7G56606HS 9056364HS 
3A56625H<7 3G565 71 H <; 6E56481H<; 7G56607 H9 -;;0563~6H9 
3 A 5662 6 HS 3G56572HS 6E5c482H~ 7G56608 H9 9056387H9 
3A56627HS 3G56573 H9 6E56484H<; 7G56609H<; 9D56388H<; 
3A 56c28H <; 3G56654 H<i 6E56756 H<; 7G5661 OH <; 9D56389HS 
3A56629 H9 3G56656HS 6E56766H~ 7G566l2 H9 9C5639LH9 
3A56630H«; 3G 5666 OH <; 6E56767H<; 7G56613 H9 9056392 rl9 
3JI56631H9 3G5666 l H9 iG563l8 H9 7G56614H<; 9C56393HS 
3A56632 H9 3G56662 H<; 7G56321 H9 7G56616HS 905b39-i-HS 
3A56633H<; 3G56665HS 7G56323HS 7G56641H9 905639b H9 
3A56634H«; 3G5666 7H <; 7G56325H<; 7G56642 H9 905t:397H9 
3A56635 H9 3G56669 H9 7G5633lH9 7G56643H~ <;Q56399HS 
3A56636H<; 3G56716H<; 7G56332 H9 lG56644H«i 9D5t:400H s 
3A56637H~ "3G56720H<; lG56334 H c; 1G56645 H9 9056401HS 
3A56638HS "1G5672JHS 7G56335H9 7G56646 H<i 9056402 HS 
3A56639 H9 3G5t.724H9 7G56336 H <; "iG5664 7H<; 9056403HS 
3A56640H9 3G56771 HS 1G56338HS 1G56691H<; 9056404HS 
3A56785HS 3G56772HS 7G56339 H9 7G56694 H9 9056521H9 
3A56786HS 3G56774HS 7G56340H9 7G56695 H~ 9C5b725HS 
3A56787 H9 3G56775HS 1G56341HS 7G56696H<; 9D56726H<; 
3A56789H9 ~G56778H<; 1G5~342HS 7G56698H9 9D5c736HS 
~A56790HS 3G56781H<; 7G56343H9 7G56 70 l H9 9C56738H9 
3A 56 791 H c; 3G5t782HS 7G56344 HS 7G56702 H9 9056741HS 

'----· 
3A56793 H9 3G5678JH9 7G56345HS 7G56705HS 9 05 703 7 H9 
3A56794 H9 1G56784HS 7G5c346HS 7G56707H«; 9057138HS 
3A56795H<; 3G56834HS 7G5 o34 7 H9 7G56708 H9 9057039HS 
3A56 796 H c; 1G5tB42HS 7G56421 HS 7G567llH9 9057051HS 
3 A 56 797 H9 3G5685lH<; 7G56422HS 7G56712HS 9057053H9 
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HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTOR CO., INC. 

3700 W. Juneau Ave., P.O. Box 653, Milwaukee, WI 53201 • 414/342-4680 

Subsidiary of AMF INCORPORATED 

May 1, 1979 

Dear Harley-Davidson Owner: 

This notice is sent to you in accordance with the requirements of the 
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act. 

Harley-Davidson Motor Co., Inc. has determined that a defect which is 
related to motor vehicle safety exists in the front brake master cylinder 
located on the right handlebar of certain 1979 motorcycles with model 
designations: FLH-1200, FLH-80, FXE-1200, FXEF-1200, FXEF-80, FXS-1200, 
FXS-80 and XLH-1000. These motorcycles were manufactured during the 
period from March 22, 1979 to March 30, 1979. 

Your motorcycle is one of the above models produced with a possible defect 
in the front brake master cylinder which could prevent adequate buildup of 
hydraulic pressure to the front wheel brake when the front brake handlebar 
is operated and cause the loss of an effective front brake. Although you 
would still have the use of the rear brake, the unexpected loss of the 
front brake could, under certain conditions, result in loss of vehicle 
control and a possible accident. 

During motorcycle operation there usually is a prior warning of insuf
ficient brake indicated by an increase in the hand lever movement before 
the brake becomes effective. We advise you not to operate your motorcycle 
if you notice this condition. 

Please contact your dealer immediately to arrange for him to replace the 
front brake master cylinder. 

The necessary parts to correct your motorcycle are available at your 
dealer at the present time. Replacement will take approximately 35 
minutes and will be done at no cost to you. 

To verify that the corrective work has been completed, the enclosed Dealer 
Service Card must be presented to the dealer when service is performed and 
signed by you and the dealer and returned to us. If you have sold your 
motorcycle, please accurately fill out and mail-the enclosed Motorcycle 
Owner Card giving us information on your purchaser which will enable us to 
contact and advise that person of this recall. 

If you take your motorcycle to your dealer on the mutally agreed upon 
service date, and he does not perform the required service at no cost to 
you on that date or within a reasonable period of time, please contact our 
Service Department at the address or telephone number on this letterhead 
for our assistance. 

(OVER) 



If you believe the dealer has failed to remedy the defect without charge 

within a reasonable period of time, you also have the opportunity under 

law to inform the Secretary of Transportation using the following address: 

Administrator, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, U.S. 

Department of Transportation, Washington, D.C. 20590. 

Thank you for your cooperation. We regret that this recall may cause you 

inconvenience; however, we have taken this action in the interest of your 

personal safety and satisfaction with our product. 

Harley-Davidson Motor Co., Inc. 

Enclosure 


