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|———————————— Flywheels, Rods and Crank
————————————|

The "Wedge Test" for Crankpin / Lower End
Rod Bearings

You have to have the heads off to perform this procedure and it is conclusive. If you hold the rod just
under the piston with one hand (like choking a chicken) and pull up on it, then use your other hand in a
fist to hit the top of piston like a hammer action, a bad crank will make a very loud knocking sound as
you do it. I do that with pistons removed, but if you don't want to pull them what I just explained should
work just fine. It could even show knocking at the wrist pin although the lower rod bearing will fail first
usually. You will hear it in the front rod first because the rear rod holds up a little longer when the crank
starts to fail.

Video is from XLF member, onadraw. 1)

100-noise_lower_rod_bearing_test_by_onadraw.mp4
Video of the Wedge Test: 2)

1)

https://www.xlforum.net/forum/sportster-motorcycle-forum/sportster-motorcycle-general-discussion-and-
problems/204579-metal-in-oil-filter/page4#post4603671
2)

Link to file in Sportsterpedia:
http://www.sportsterpedia.com/lib/exe/fetch.php/video:100-noise_lower_rod_bearing_test_by_onadraw.m
p4
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